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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 


W ith the festive season upon us, police are 

working harder than ever to ensure your safety. 
Alcohol-fuelled violence often reaches its peak 
duringthe holiday season, particularly around 
Christmas, Boxing Day and New Year’s Eve. 

While police will be flooding the streets to 
target antisocial behaviour, there are a few 
things you can do to stay safe. 

If you plan to drink, make sure you do so 
responsibly. Organise a ride home and make 
sure you and your friends look after each other. 

Do not drink-drive. Last year a staggering 
24 per cent of drivers killed on our roads had a 
blood alcohol concentration above 0.05 per cent. 

Do not become another statistic. 

We are also facing a growing trend of 
people carrying weapons and violent attacks 
such as glassings. This type of behaviour will 
not be tolerated. 


Police have increased powers to search any 
person for a weapon in designated areas. If caught 
with a weapon you may receive a $1000 on-the-spot 
fine and, if caught carrying a weapon on a licensed 
premises, you will be issued with a $2000 on-the- 
spot fine. 

Our work in this area is evident in statistics from 
the April weapons amnesty showing a 51 per cent 
increase in the number of weapons surrendered to 
police since October last year. 

Have fun celebrating this summer but I urge you to 
do so responsibly. Do not let the holiday season be 
ruined by the toxic mix of alcohol and weapons. 

On behalf of Victoria Police, I wish you all a safe 
and happy holiday season. 

SIMON OVERLAND, APM 
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PRACTICE MAKES 




PILOTS ATTHE VICTORIA POLICE AIR WING HAVE ACCESS TO ONE OFTHE 
MOST SOPHISTICATED NON-MOTION FLIGHT SIMULATORS IN AUSTRALIA. 
POLICE LIFE FOUND OUT HOW IT IS MAKING THEIR FLYING SAFER. 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


I n a darkened room at the 
Victoria Police Air Wing hangar 
in Essendon is one of the 
organisation’s most important 
flying tools. 

Unlike the three helicopters 
used by the Air Wing, the latest 
addition to the fleet is the indoor- 
only flying machine - the Elite 
Evolution Helicopter Simulator. 

A helicopter cockpit sits in the 
middle of the room, surrounded by 
large screens showing Melbourne’s 
scenery. Inside, the simulator is 
almost identical to the helicopter 
cockpits used by the team. 


Air Wing pilot and head of 
training and checking Michael 
Tavcar said the simulator was one 
of the most sophisticated he had 
seen, which allowed pilots to train 
for all circumstances. 

“The environment is very 
much like real life,” he said. 

“It simulates the sort of 
environment we fly in and we 
can run various scenarios 
with a pilot and tactical flight 
officer who observes. 

“As instrument-rated pilots, 
which means we can fly using 
only our instruments, we have 
to complete at least three hours 
of instrument flying every 90 days 
to keep our qualification. The 
simulator will allow us to do 
that without using an aircraft.” 


With the Melbourne CBD, 
various hospitals with helipads, 
a ship, airports and scenes such 
as vehicle collisions programmed 
into the system, the simulator can 
prepare pilots for situations they 
are likely to face while flying a 
police helicopter. 

“Simulation is becoming 
more and more important in the 
way we train people because 
there is less risk to equipment 
and people,” pilot Tavcar said. 

“For example, we can simulate 
a tail rotor failure, which can’t be 
done without damaging a real 
aircraft. In the simulator, if the pilot 
crashes, it is of no consequence. 

“Members would be learning 
what to do in a situation like that 
and how the helicopter would 
react in that type of scenario. 

“We can also set up a scenario 
where there is an ambulance job 
in Mansfield and the pilot needs to 
pick up a patient and land on the 


Royal Melbourne Hospital helipad. 
Then, I can set a change in the 
weather and give them another 
diversion, so the pilots have to 
work as a team to get the job done.” 

With pilots accumulating more 
than 300 hours of flight time each 
year, pilot Tavcar said the use of the 
simulator allowed them to further 
improve the quality of their training. 

“We can structure the training 
better and freeze the simulation so 
that we can talk about the scenario 
and what they are doing,” he said. 

“Helicopter pilots do a lot of 
hops and landings, turns and 
manoeuvring of the aircraft, which 
can add to pilot fatigue. It requires 
a lot of expertise in maintaining 
that skill level consistently. 

“One of the reasons that I 
believe the Victoria Police Air 
Wing has such a good safety track 
record, when you considerthe 
amount of flying and type of flying 
we do, is because we have a very 
proactive training policy. 

“The more training we do, the 
safer we become. 

“The simulator is the only 
one I know of in Australia of 
that sophistication, within 
any operator, government or 
private, other than the military. 

“We’re proud to be at the 
forefront of the technology.” ■ 


HIGH-FLYING FACTS 

I ] There are 14 pilots and 22 tactical flight officers (TFOs) in the Air Wing. 

II Since September last year the Air Wing has been involved in more 
than 5300 tasks, including crime prevention and detection, search and 
rescue and traffic surveillance, and 356 tasks involved searching for 
missing people. 
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SMALLTALK 


VOXPOP 


WHAT SAFETY TIP WOULD YOU GIVE TO THOSE 
USING WATER VEHICLES THIS SUMMER? 

SERGEANT BRAD GARDINER 

WATER POLICE 

If you are going out on a boat, it is very important to 
let someone know before you go. You should tell them 
where you plan to travel, when you will be leaving, and 
when you are due to return. This way, if you do not arrive 
home in time, we will be notified immediately. 


LEADING SENIOR CONSTABLE DEAN HOWARD 

WATER POLICE 

As water police, we get a lot of complaints about people 
hooning on their personal watercrafts (PWC).This poses 
serious risks to the rider and nearby swimmers. If you 
are using a PWC, do not speed. If you are caught, you will 
receive a $191 on-the-spot fine or be charged under the 
hoon laws and banned from driving for 24 to 48 hours. 


SERGEANT DAVID JAENSCH 

WATER POLICE 

It is important to ensure that your vessel, engine 
and safety equipment are properly maintained. Get 
familiar with the use of your safety equipment which 
includes flares, fire extinguishers and personal 
floatation devices. 



POLLPOSITION 


LAST EDITION'S POLL QUESTION: 

DO YOU PLAN HOW YOU'LL GET HOME IF YOU 
KNOW YOU'LL BE DRINKING? 

YES 81% NO 8% MAYBE 11% 



THIS EDITION'S ONLINE POLL QUESTION IS: Mj 

Do you think taking young offenders to speak to victims of 
serious crimes will make them think twice about their behaviour? 

OYes ONo O Maybe 

Vote online now at www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife on the Internet. 


POLICEFACT 


DID YOU KNOW? 



POLICE ARE BEING EQUIPPED WITH SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
PISTOLS AFTER RECEIVING THE FIRST SHIPMENT 
OF 3000 .40 CALIBRE SMITH AND WESSON M & P 
(MILITARY AND POLICE) PISTOLS IN OCTOBER. 

A FURTHER 8000 PISTOLS ARE ON ORDER. 


Police began firearms training at 13 locations across the state 
in November. The four-day training course covers weapon 
familiarisation, cleaning, safety and firearm justification. 






NBOX 


POLICE LIFE LOVES HEARING WHAT 
YOU THINK ABOUTTHE MAGAZINE, 

YOUR LOCAL POLICE AND VICTORIA 
POLICE IN GENERAL. 

WRITE, FAX OR EMAIL POLICE LIFE 
AT: POLICE LIFE, PO BOX 415, 
MELBOURNE, 3005. 

FAX 9247 5982 

EMAIL: policelife-mgr@police.vic.gov.au 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
/\Q\D FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A 
( vQ/L, VICTORIA POLICE PRIZE PACK! 
SEE WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ 
POLICELIFE FOR MORE DETAILS. 


terf&ks? 


@BenOCo @VictoriaPolice is doing 
a great job patrolling the late-night 
Werribee train. They were very 
polite to the drunks and were great 
in keeping everything in order. 

@deonwentworth Love the bicycle 
uniforms @Victori a Police, very neat! 

@annikabowen Just got breath 
tested by @VictoriaPolice on the 
way home. They do a great job! 

@bicyclevictoria Thanks for your 
support on Ride to Work Day @ 
VictoriaPolice! 


LOST CHILDREN FOUND 

My seven-year-old son and his 
friend went missing from my 
home on 30 September. When we 
contacted the police they were 
quick to act, calling on the help 
of a helicopter, police vans and 
extra personnel. 

About 50 neighbours, family 
and friends also joined in on the 
search. Duringthis time the police 
were extremely supportive, and 
assured me that the boys were 
just out on an adventure. 

They were eventually found 
barefoot, blistered and splintered 
by a passer-by who had heard about 
the disappearance via text message. 

I would like to say thank you to all 
the members involved for their hard 
work and support. I am extremely 
grateful for all the resources you 
used to help our family as I am sure 
there were better jobs you could 
have been attending to at the time. 

NARELLEMCINNES 

ELTHAM 


POLICE TRUMPTROUBLEMAKERS 

I just arrived home after being stuck 
on a train for 20 minutes for the very 
best of reasons. 

After witnessing two teenage 
boys hitting mobile phones out 
of passengers’ hands I had the 
profound pleasure of watching two 
police arrive and make their way 
down the carriage towards the 
trouble-makers. 

When the youths noticed the 
police they immediately stopped 
acting as though they ruled the 
roost and pulled on their hoods 
before becoming strangely quiet. 

Decency prevailed on this 
occasion and, if nothing else, 
the two offenders had to endure 
the humiliation of being held 
accountable for their actions 
in a very public way. 

It was gratifying to see police 
dealing with this matter so 
effectively. I would like to pass on 
my sincere thanks and gratitude 
to Victoria Police for making us 
public transport users feel safe. 

LIZZIE WHYTE 
STKILDA 


NO STONE UNTURNED 

I would like to express how 
impressed I have been with the 
way Senior Constable Travis 
Henson of the Melbourne 
Embona Taskforce has dealt 
with the investigation of an 
armed robbery that I was a victim 
of in Richmond earlier this year. 

He has constantly kept me 
updated regarding the progress 
of the case and has always had 
a ‘no stone unturned’ approach 
towards catching the perpetrator. 

At all times he has been 
extremely professional and caring 
in his manner and I am sure that 
this has contributed significantly 
to my recovery from the incident. 


M. COOPER 
PORT 

MELBOURNE 
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BEHINDTHEBADGE 


RANK Senior Constable 

AGE 28 

GRADUATED 2006 

STATION FORCE RESPONSE UNIT 


WHAT DOES YOUR JOB ENTAIL? I am part of the Critical Incident 
Response Team and within that team I am also trained as a negotiator. 

Our team attends critical incidents, which may involve weapons that 
aren’t firearms, such as swords and knives. We are also called out to 
help at sieges and when someone may be threatening to commit suicide. 

While we are armed, we tend to use our less-lethal options. 

As a negotiator I try to keep them talking and make sure they are safe. 

WHAT SKILLS DO YOU NEED TO BE A SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATOR? 

Being in this unit, there can be many challenges. We are called out 
to really serious jobs and they are unpredictable, circumstances can 
change in a second so you have to be able to adapt to those changes. 

You have to have the ability to talk a lot, to just keep the person engaged. 
You always need to do your research and make sure you listen to what 
the person is saying. You have to be great at remembering small details 
and have empathy. 

I remember one incident where a young woman was threatening to 
jump off a rail overpass. By engaging her in conversation and listening 
to her issues I was able to make a connection and convince her to 
safely surrender to police. This is the rewarding side of being a police 
negotiator. 

WHAT ARE THE MOST ENJOYABLE ASPECTS OF YOUR JOB? I really 
enjoy the fitness part of our role. We have to keep really fit, which 
means regular tactical and physical training sessions. 



The unit has a real team environment; we work really closely together 
and have to be able to trust each other. 

There is also a lot less paperwork than when you are working on the van 
because we are able to spread the workload among four people rather 
than two. 



A VAN THAT SEES ALL AND HEARS ALL WILL BE OUT ON 
THE STREETS THIS SUMMER. 


Y ou may have spotted the marked police van with the cameras on top 
patrolling Melbourne’s beaches the past couple of summers. 

The $250,000 CCTVvan is the first of its kind in Australia and has four 
fixed and two manoeuvrable 180-degree cameras on its roof. 

Since being introduced in 2008, the highly-visible van has been 
used for proactive policing and to patrol trouble spots such as outside 
nightclubs in the CBD and Altona and Williamstown beaches duringthe 
warmer months. The footage is recorded and monitored by police. 

The van is available for use by police across the state, but is housed at 
Footscray police station. 


BOOKREVIEW 


TESTAROSSA 


JULIE DOLCEMASCHIO 
A FICTION BASED 
ON THE LIFE OF AN 
AMERICAN POLICEMAN. 


D etective John Testarossa is a Los 
Angeles policeman who grew 
up in New York. This red-headed 
Italian is a gritty homicide detective 
who lives and breathes the job. 

When a stray arm roles up 
on Santa Monica beach, Det 
Testarossa and his partner Alex 
Ortiz are thrown into the world 
of college sports and the illegal 
steroids trade. 

As his life on the LA streets gets 
more difficult and dangerous, his 
personal life begins to turn around 



when he meets a beautiful, 
rich woman with some secrets 
of her own. 

When one senseless act of 
violence threatens to destroy some 
of his deepest relationships, Det 
Testarossa comes face to face with 
what may be his ultimate undoing. 

If you love a great suspense 
novel, mixed with plenty of 
police jargon, jokes, and realistic 
descriptions of murder and crime 
scenes, then this novel is for you. 


L°G 


www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife 


P0LICELIFE DECEMBER 2010 























1.Chief 
supports 
disabled 
athletes 



C hief Commissioner Simon Overland presented a $22,000 cheque to the 
CEO of Special Olympics Victoria in October. 

The funds were raised from a national torch relay in April where Mr Overland 
joined relay runners who carried the torch around the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground before lighting a ceremonial cauldron to announce the flame’s arrival 
in Melbourne. 

The money raised by Victoria Police will go towards assisting athletes who 
have an intellectual disability. 


2 . Operation 
Friction 

Police spoke to more than 
200 people, intercepted 75 
vehicles, issued 52 notices 
of unroadworthiness, 
impounded four vehicles 
and arrested two people 
before shutting down a boon 
gathering in Campbellfield. 

The operation came after 
a long investigation of 
organised boon gatherings 
where drivers participated 
in careless driving 
behaviours including 
drifting and fish-tailing 
dangerously close to 
gathered pedestrians. 


3 . Grampians 
rescue 

F our women were rescued by police 
and SES members after becoming 
lost in a rugged area of the Grampians 
National Park. 

The international students began 
walking the track but after 45 minutes 
realised they were lost. 

The disorientated group managed to 
contact police by mobile phone and were 
located in a remote and steep area of the 
Wonderland Range six hours later. 

Due to minor injuries, police were 
forced to camp with the group overnight 
before walking them out safely the 
following morning. 



BARBECUE BIKER GRILLED BY MAGISTRATE 

A reckless biker who was photographed riding 
down the Eastern Freeway with a barbecue 
strapped to his body pleaded guilty to careless 
driving, received an $800 fine and had his licence 
suspended for a month. 

Michael Wiles, a 27-year-old Buddhist, was 
returning from a temple in Box Hill when a 
stunned couple photographed him riding 
with the barbecue strapped to his body. 

“It was more about the challenge of transporting it 
rather than the barbecue itself,” he said. 

Although his friends admitted he was prone to 
doing crazy things, Mr Wiles said he had suffered a 
huge amount of ridicule since the photo had been 
published on the Herald Sun website. 

“I am incredibly embarrassed and now realise how 
stupid my actions were,” he said, “I will never do 
something so dangerous again.” 


ODD SPOT 


SUB-PAR ROBBER 

Police in Homestead, Pennsylvania, charged a 

man with armed robbery outside a Subway 
restaurant where he had just 
submitted his job application in 
November.The man had applied 
for a job immediately before 
committing the robbery, 
giving police a considerable 
head start in their 
investigation. Using 
the information on 
his job application, 
police were able to 
contact the suspect’s 
mother who told them he 
was on a bus headed for 
Pittsburgh, where he was 
later arrested. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS: WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD OF POLICING? 



O USA 

| An elderly woman from Melbourne, Florida, has 
! made a full recovery after being shot in the chest 
| by her husband. Arnold Morris, 77, accidentally 
I shot his 72-year-old wife, Patricia, during a robbery 
| drill aimed at preparing the couple for would-be 
! burglars. Mrs Morris was airlifted to hospital where 
! she informed police that she did not wish to press 
| charges against her husband of 54 years. 


MEXICO 

A 20-year-old criminology student from 
Ciudad Juarez has been appointed police 
chief of a dangerous Mexican town. Marisol 
Valles took the position in Guadalupe, a city 
in the Mexican state of Chihuahua, where 
drug-related violence is rampant.The mayor 
of Guadalupe was killed in June, and police 
and security agents have also been murdered. 
News.com.au 


4. Crackdown on 
Internet predators 


D etectives from the Crime Investigation Unit (CIU), with assistance 
from the Sexual Crimes Squad and E-Crime Squad, have arrested 
two men as part of an ongoing operation targeting child pornography. 


Wyndham CIU’s Detective Senior Sergeant John Johnston 
said police used sophisticated technology to 
target areas of Melbourne and wider Victoria 
to identify people downloading child 
abuse material. 

The operation came after a series of 
raids in the Frankston area in which 
three men were charged with child 
pornography offences. 



5. Twitter 
teaching 

Police used social networking 
site Twitter to encourage 
Schoolies to celebrate safely 
in November. Victoria Police 
provided the school leavers 
with updates and safety 
advice throughout the two- 
week Schoolies period. The 
Victoria Police Youth Affairs 
Office’s Sergeant Wendy 
Cowling said she believed 
using the social networking 
site assisted in making sure 
important safety messages 
got through to young people. 


6. Mystery man 

P olice are hoping a 
re-creation will lead 
to the identification of 
a man found dead in 
Park Orchards in 
January last year. 

Homicide detectives have worked with 
the Criminal Identification Squad and 
the University of Melbourne to produce 
a clay bust and photographs of the 
unidentified man. 

Detective Senior Sergeant David Snare 
urged anyone with information to contact 
Crime Stoppers. 

“This man could have a worried family 
somewhere in the world who are desperate 
for answers,” he said. 



7. Police end stand-off 


A 16-year-old armed with knives surrendered to 
police at Avoca on Friday, 8 October. Police were 
called to the incident when the boy threatened 
his parents before barricading himself in the 
family home. After a successful negotiation 
the teen surrendered without incident or injury 
before being taken away for assessment. 



8. Horse 
stabbed to 
death 

P olice are investigating a case of 
animal cruelty after a 15-year-old 
former show horse was stabbed 
several times, scalped, and had her 
mane cut off in Epping on 1 October. 
Experts advised police that the 
dappled bay thoroughbred mare had 
died in pain after bleedingto death. 



9. $100,000 
reward offered 
for information 



The pair was last seen 
accepting a ride from someone in a white 
ute on 26 April, 1980. 


A $100,000 reward has 
been offered for information 
following the disappearance 
of Louise Faulkner and her 
daughter Charmian from St 
Kilda more than 30 years ago. 


After a thorough investigation and Coronial 
Inquest it is believed Ms Faulkner and her 
daughter were murdered. 


Detective Inspector John Potter said the 
Homicide Squad wants to resolve the cold 
case for Ms Faulkner’s family who have lived 
without knowing what happened to their loved 
ones for 30 years. 


NUMBER CRUNCHING 



10. Carrum 
Downs police 
station opens 


C arrum Downs’first police station has 
opened.The $8.4 million building 
created 21 police positions in the 
Frankston police service area and 
stations nearly 50 members working 
in units includingthe Uniform Branch, 
Traffic Management Unit and the 
Southern Metropolitan Fingerprint Unit. 
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! Frankston, Geelong, St Kilda, Ballarat, and 
i Werribee were announced as the top five 
| drink-driving hotspots in the state. Last year, 

| 466 drivers were caught drink-driving in 
i Frankston, 397 in Geelong, 375 in St Kilda, 

1 357 in Ballarat and 355 in Werribee. 

The number of drowning 
victims in Victoria 
between 1 July and 30 
June. Twenty-nine of 
these were male. 

\ 

The time a 17-year-old produced a gun 
and held up a Shepparton cinema on 19 
September before fleeing on foot. Detectives 
from the Shepparton Crime Investigation 

Unit tracked down and arrested the offender 
/ by 5pm the following day. 

The number of 
alcohol screening 
tests administered 
in 2009-10. 

The number of police deployed over Christmas 
and Easter under Operation Aegis. The 
operation targets speeding drivers but also 
focuses on drink and drug drivers, fatigued 
drivers and those not wearing seatbelts or 
using mobile phones while driving. 
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WATER POLICE 

.01 SgtJaensch’s quick-thinking 
saved the Lives of two trapped 
divers. 

.02 A former Special Operations 
Group member, Sgt Jaensch 
has found his niche in the 
Water Police. 


THE BRAVE ACTIONS OF A WATER POLICE MEMBER TO SAVE THE LIVES 
OFTWO PEOPLE HAVE BEEN RECOGNISED ATTHE HIGHEST LEVEL. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

EDITORIAL BLUE TAYLOR 

PHOTOGRAPHY ALEX MCKAY 


W hen five divers set out on an 
early summer morningto 
explore popular diving spot Castle 
Rock, they never imagined the day 
would end in near-tragedy. 

The water was calm as they 
strapped on their gear and dove 
from their boat into the crystal sea, 
exploring the wonder of the reefs 
and marvelling at the schools of 
curious fish that danced alongside. 

But as they finished theirdive 
and headed back through Port 
Phillip Heads, the morningtook a 
turn for the worst. 

The fickle waters had changed 
as quickly as the wind. A heavy 
swell was pushing in from Bass 
Strait and just one forceful wave 
was enough to overturn the boat. 

Three of the group were thrown 
into the treacherous sea while 
another two became tangled 
among a canopy and debris, 
becoming trapped in an air 
pocket underneath the boat. 


As the free divers fought the 
waves and screamed to passing 
ships for help, Sergeant David 
Jaensch of the Water Police was 
working nearby. 

Within minutes of receiving a 
call to attend, he and his partner, 
Leading Senior Constable Richard 
Barton, were on scene being briefed 
by members of the Parks Victoria 
vessel that had spotted the divers 
in distress. 

Drawing from his extensive Water 
Police experience, Sgt Jaensch 
knew there was no time to wait. He 
needed to get the trapped divers 
out immediately. 

He dove into the ferocious sea, 
being careful to avoid the debris 
being thrashed around as he swam 
to the side of the overturned boat. 


With no breathing apparatus, he 
took one deep breath and swam 
underneath the boat, but the sight 
he saw was quite unnerving. 

“There were a lot of objects 
blocking the area where they were 
trapped,” he said. “I looked up and 
all I could see were two sets of legs 
just hanging there. I immediately 
thought the worst.” 

Fearing for their lives, he swam 
closer and grabbed one of their 
hands.The person thrashed back in 
fright but it was enough to tell him 
that at least one was still alive. 

Sgt Jaensch swam out from 
under the vessel and began 
banging on the side of the boat 
to attempt communications. 

“All I could hear were muffled 
voices yelling from underneath 
the hull,” he recalled. “I knew 
they would be very fatigued and 
confused so it was imperative that I 
got them out as soon as possible.” 

Sgt Jaensch would later discover 
that one of the trapped divers, 
51-year-old captain Robert Laurie, 
had been free of the vessel already, 
but returned to the air pocket to 
fit his fellow diver, 60-year-old 
Gwen Fisher, with diving equipment 
before trying to convince her to 
swim out from under the boat. 

But with waves pounding 
the vessel she was too afraid 
to leave the apparent safety 
of the air pocket. 

Sgt Jaensch knew the only way 
to get her out was for Mr Laurie to 
push her down into the water far 
enough for him to be able to grab 
her. With careful persuasion he 
managed to communicate this. 

Mr Laurie forced Ms Fisher into 


Drawing from his extensive Water Police 
experience, Sgt Jaensch knew there was no 
time to wait, He needed to get the trapped 
divers out immediately, 
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the water while Sgt Jaensch swam 
back under the boat and grabbed 
her by the legs, pulling her clear 
before dragging her to the surface. 

With an exhausted Ms Fisher 
safely above water, Sgt Jaensch 
turned back to see Mr Laurie 
swimming towards them, having 
freed himself from the boat. The 
group swam back through the 
fierce waves to the Victoria Police 
boat where Ldg Sen Const Barton 
assisted in getting them onboard. 

Once safely onboard they were 
checked for injuries. With only 
minor cuts and bruises it was a 
miracle that the only real effect 
of the overturned boat was a 
group of shaken divers. 

Word spread quickly of 
SgtJaensch’s rescue coordination 
and for his brave actions he was 
honoured at the highest level, 
being awarded an Australian 
Bravery Decoration. 

Governor-General Quentin 
Bryce said the award recognised 
the actions of those who place the 
safety and lives of others before 
their own. 

Although extremely honoured, 
Sgt Jaensch declared “it’s all just a 
part of our job”. ■ 
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VEHICLE INSPECTION 

.01 Police are usingtheirtraining 
to locate drugs or weapons in 
vehicles. 

.02 The most unsuspicious vehicles 
could be carrying contraband. 



.01 



WHAT MAY APPEAR TO BE ASIMPLE, ROUTINE VEHICLE INTERCEPTION 
OFTEN PROVESTOBEMUCH MORE FRUITFUL FOR POLICE. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 

EDITORIAL CHELSEA ARNOLD 


A couple of retirees travelling 
across the state with their 
caravan may appear innocuous 
to the untrained eye. 

But as police engage them in 
conversation during a routine 
vehicle intercept it soon becomes 
apparent there is more stowed in 
their caravan than just travel 
items and living essentials. 

They are couriering drugs 
across the country for an 
organised crime group. 

With drugs entering the 
country at ports, drug syndicates 
arrange for them to be transported 
nationwide via the highways. 

They pay big dollars to enlist 
the services of people who look 
like average citizens and do not fit 
the stereotype of drug couriers to 
transport their shipments. 

Victoria Police is the lead 
agency in Australia using a 
successful method to identify 
people couriering contraband 
across the country. 

Operation Crime and Traffic 
Connecting on Highways (CATCH) 
is about conversational and 
observational awareness. 


The concept is modelled on the 
highly successful Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police’s (RCMP) Operation 
Pipeline used for the past 15 years. 

Southern Metro Region’s 
Superintendent Harry Hayes 
observed the concept in Canada 
in 2005. 

Supt Hayes recognised the 
immediate benefits the method 
could bring to investigations 
and sought to introduce it to 
Victoria Police. 

RCMPtrained Victoria Police 
members in Southern Metro 
Region in June last year before the 
training was rolled out to police 
across the state this year. 

Supt Hayes said police were 
beingtrained to increase their 
awareness to gather meaningful 
intelligence from subtle 
behavioural indicators. 

“Culturally, we are very laid back 
and very accepting of what we’re 
told. We’re teaching our police to 
ask more questions to identify 
indicators. It’s a similar change to 
the way interviews are now being 
conducted by Crime Department 
detectives,” he said. 

Southern Metro Region’s 
Inspector Michael Sayer said 
that while the method was used 
primarily for vehicle intercepts, 


the principles could be applied 
to a search of any premises or 
conversation with any person. 

“The indicators don’t 
discriminate. You are not 
profiling anyone based on 
physical characteristics. It is all 
about observing the behavioural, 
physical and verbal indicators. 

We are looking for behaviours 
that are different to the norm,” 

Insp Sayer said. 

“You can’t be blase about 
the interception of a vehicle. 

The message is that the next 
interception you do is the most 
important one you will ever do. 

You have got to be able to listen, 
observe and pick up the clues. 

“The more indicators you get, 
the clearer the picture you get. 

It’s like painting by numbers.” 

The method is achieving results. 
To date, Victoria Police members 
trained to use CATCH have seized 
more than $1.8 million in drugs, 
firearms, stolen property and cash. 


In Nhill in March, Horsham 
Highway Patrol Unit intercepted 
a vehicle after it drove past them 
without so much as batting an 
eyelid, noting this as highly 
unusual behaviour. 

The driver, who had no prior 
convictions, got out of his vehicle 
and was cooperative with police. 

He was, however, over-friendly, 
telling police in great detail where 
he had been and what he had 
bought to the extent that he opened 
the car’s back door to show police 
what he had bought. 

During this conversation, 
police saw several new car 
deodorisers on the floor. They 
asked the driver if he possessed 
or used cannabis. The driver 
admitted to possessing a small 
amount. Police found 1.4 grams 
of cannabis on the front seat. 

A further search of the car 
found 448 grams of cannabis, 
sealed in an airtight bag, hidden 
under the driver’s seat cover. 

The driver was charged and 
pleaded guilty. He was fined $500. 

Simply by engaging in 
conversation and identifying typical 
indicators of behaviour, police are 
making significant seizures. 

Supt Hayes said the CATCH 
training also teaches police 
to identify emerging and 
current concealment trends for 
transporting contraband. 

The methodology was also 
improving operational safety 
for police, Supt Hayes said. 
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All operational police 
members need to become 
aware of the skill set through 
this training. It’s allowing us to 
police better,” he said. 

More than 1400 Victorian police 
have undertaken the training, 
with a further 40 certified as 
CATCH trainers. 

Victoria Police has begun 
training police from other 
Australian states so the same 
methods are being carried out 
across the nation’s highways. 

Police in NSW and the ACT are 
achieving similar success after 
learning the CATCH principles. ■ 




Simply by engaging in conversation 
and identifying typical indicators 
of behaviour, police are making 
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BEACH DAYS 

.01 Warrnambool police enjoy 
patrolling the nearby beaches. 

.02 Sen Sgt Waterfall recently moved 
to Warrnambool from Melbourne. 



.02 


SHIPWRECKS, A BEAUTIFUL, RUGGED COASTLINE AND AN IMPRESSIVE 
MARITIME HISTORY ADD INSTANT APPEALTO WARRNAMBOOL POLICE 
L/FEVISITEDTHETOWN,ABOUTA40-MINUTE DRIVE FROMTHETWELVE 
APOSTLES,TO MEET WITH THETWO SENIOR SERGEANTS ATTHE POLICE 
STATION AND SEE WHAT A DIFFERENCETHEYARE MAKING. 


CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 

EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 

PHOTOGRAPHY GLEN WATSON 


S enior Sergeant Andrew Atkinson 
and Senior Sergeant Darren 
Waterfall have only been at 
Warrnambool police station for 
about five months. For Sen Sgt 
Atkinson, it is a return to his home 
town, but for Sen Sgt Waterfall it is 
new beginnings. 

“I grew up down here and still 
have some family in Warrnambool, 
so I’ve moved down with my wife 
and baby and we are loving it,” 

Sen Sgt Atkinson said. 


“I have never worked out here, 
but it is just so good to get back 
to the beach.” 

Sen Sgt Waterfall, who worked 
at police stations in Springvale 
and Frankston, is enjoying the 
challenge of a different area. 

“There are some real bonuses, 
it only takes me five minutes to 
get to work, which frees you up 
to do otherthings. You still get 
busy out here, but it’s different 
to working in the city.” 


The new bosses are focussed 
on providing a fresh perspective 
to the workplace by encouraging a 
healthy work/life balance. 

“Warrnambool is such a great 
place to work and we would really 
encourage more members from 
Melbourne to come down and 
try policing out here,” Sen Sgt 
Waterfall said. 

“There are lots of opportunities in 
Warrnambool and it is a welcoming 
and warm environment at the 
station. When I arrived, many of the 
members were keen to help me 
settle in and adjust.” 

The drive from Melbourne 
to Warrnambool can differ 
dramatically depending on the 
route you take. Nip off onto the 
Geelong bypass and you end up 
there within three hours. But if 
you prefer the windy roads and 
magnificent scenery of the Great 
Ocean Road, it can take up to six 
hours. 

continued page 14 ... 


The new bosses are focussed on providing a 
fresh perspective to the workplace by encouraging 
w a healthy work/life balance. 

QTimeline 



Senior sergeants Andrew Atkinson and Darren Waterfall have a weekly spot at the The two senior sergeants meet with Constable Jeremy Allen outside the 

local ABC radio station. Callers can ring in and discuss local crime issues with them. Warrnambool police station to talk about the events of his latest shift. 
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from page 13... 

For Constable Jeremy Allen, 
who moved from Melbourne to 
Warrnambool about six months 
ago, he has learnt to take the 
shorter route home. 

“I’ve been going back and forth 
quite a bit since I moved down 
here,” he said. 

“But I know to take the shortest 
way possible now and during 
summer I will want to spend most 
of my time down here by the beach.” 

Const Allen, also a lifeguard, 
said the lure of the beach-side 
town was too great. 

“It was a lifestyle and a career 
choice. I’m at a stage in my life 
where I can afford to spend a few 
years in the country,” he said. 

“My father is a former police 
member who worked in Orbost and 
said the experience was excellent.” 

Const Allen said the size 
of Warrnambool was another 
drawcard. 

“It’s a place with 35,000 people, 
so it’s still small enough to be the 
country, but not so small that every 
single person on the street knows 
you are a policeman.” 


NEW HOME 

.03 Const Allen is enjoying his 
sea change. 

.04 Sen Sgt Waterfall and Sen Sgt 
Atkinson take in the scenic views 
of Warrnambool. 


Const Allen graduated from 
the Victoria Police Academy in 
February and after stints with the 
Traffic, Drug and Alcohol Section 
and Safe Streets, he made the 
move to Warrnambool. 

“I’ve bought a house down here 
close to the beach, which is great. 
But it is also about the variety of 
jobs I get to do and see. I seem to 
be getting experience in more of a 
mix of jobs.” 

While Warrnambool is a 
country town, it is not without its 
crime issues. With the population 
growing by 2.5 per cent per year 
and more than 125 licensed 
premises, alcohol-fuelled 
violence can be a problem. 

“We do have some issues with 
ouryoung people and alcohol, with 
so many sporting clubs and cafes, 
bars and clubs, incidents do occur.” 

Flowever, the senior sergeants 
said the local council and licensees 
worked hard with police to ensure a 
safer community. 


“We meet with them regularly with 
a common focus of making sure 
Warrnambool is a safe place for 
everyone,” Sen Sgt Waterfall said. 

As the chill in the air starts to 
fade, the police members begin 
preparing for the onslaught of 
tourists that flood the town 
during summer. 

“The population pretty much 
doubles,” Sen Sgt Atkinson said. 

“All the caravan parks are packed, 
it is just a fantastic atmosphere 
down here during that time, there 
is a big family focus and plenty for 
people to see and do. 


“It’s also great for police who love 
the water. They can finish work and 
be in the water for a swim or a surf 
within 10 minutes.” 

One of Warrnambool’s most 
popular tourist attractions is whale 
watching, with the most likely spot 
to catch a glimpse at Logans Beach. 
The normal pattern for the whales 
is to swim around the coast and 
then head back to this spot. 

They usually go back out to sea 
to give birth to their calves and 
return to Logans Beach to care 
for their newborns during winter. 

In September and October, the 
whales return to the south oceans. 

Being a police member in 
Warrnambool means patrolling 
the picturesque surrounds.There 
is the Foreshore Promenade, a 5.7 
kilometre track that winds from 
the Breakwater along the coastline 
up to the whale nursery at Logans 


"It's also great for police who love the water. 
They can finish work and be in the water for 
a swim or a surf within 10 minutes." 



Even in the cooler months, part of the routine patrol for Warrnambool members is Always wantingto support local businesses, Sen Sgt Atkinson and Sen Sgt 

to visit the beach and check all is OK. Waterfall head out for lunch along the main street. 
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Beach. Many locals and tourists 
can be seen walking, running or 
cycling along this scenic track. 

There is also Lady Bay, a 
protected swimming, surfing, 
yachting and windsurfing beach. 
Life savers patrol the beach 
during summer. 

Lady Bay has 29 shipwrecks, 
with plenty of signage highlighting 
how the ships were destroyed. 

The 24-hour Warrnambool 
police station has 50 members. 

“There are plenty of opportunities 
for career development down here,” 
Sen Sgt Waterfall said. 

“We have a Crime Investigation 
Unit, Crime Desk, Highway Patrol 
Unit and Sexual Offences and Child 
Abuse Investigative Team.” 


Warrnambool is a high flood 
and fire threat area and therefore 
policing has a strong focus on 
emergency management. 

“We had some pretty bad floods 
up here in September and in 
summer there is always a fire 
danger, but we are trained on how 
to deal with these emergencies, 
in line with other emergency 
services in the area.” 

Out walking the streets of 
Warrnambool with the two 
senior sergeants many people 
nod a hello. 

And Sen Sgt Waterfall said 
Warrnambool’s large sporting 
community meant you could be 
involved if you wanted to. 

“Warrnambool has a massive 
sporting culture for children, 
teenagers and adults. All sports 
are catered for and the clubs are 
really inclusive.” 


Warrnambool is a high flood and fire threat 
area and therefore policing has a strong focus 
on emergency management. 

The senior sergeants have 
a regular spot on the local 
ABC radio breakfast show on 
Tuesdays at 7.30am. 

“It’s a great relationship to have 
with the media, and means the 
community can ask us questions. 

It is also a good way for us to 
dispel any rumours and continue 
to promote community safety 
and influence behaviour,” 

Sen Sgt Waterfall said. ■ 



Being a rural police station, it is important for members to have good contacts Warrnambool, like all areas, has some issues with youths and drinking.The senior 

with local business owners. Sen Sgt Waterfall and Sen Sgt Atkinson routinely sergeants always make time to stop and chat with young people, 

visit businesses to help solve any issues or concerns. 
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TACTICSTRAINING 

.01 Police training is constantly 
being refreshed. 

.02 Experienced police act 
out various scenarios 
forthe training. 



COMMUNICATION IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE WEAPON POLICE 
HAVE IN MANAGING VOLATILE INCIDENTS. SAFETY AND TACTICS 
TRAINING HAS BEEN ENHANCED TO FOCUS ON THIS. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 

EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


T he glimmer of a knife can 
be seen in the man’s hand. 

His hair is dishevelled and 
beads of sweat have formed 
on his forehead. 

There is anger in his eyes as 
he plunges the knife towards the 
policeman with his back turned. 

The experienced policeman 
instinctively turns to the side 
just in time, pushingthe knife 
away and knocking the man. 

The policeman then leaps away, 
turning seconds later with his gun 
pointed at the aggressive man. 
“Stop!” he yells. “Drop the knife.” 
The knife falls to the floor before 
a smile crosses the man’s face. 

The room bursts into laughter as 
about 20 police gather to praise the 
quick actions of the policeman. 

It was a rubber knife, but 
terrifying nonetheless. And, the 
man who had so realistically 
lunged at the policeman was 
another police member playing 
the role of a violent man. 


The policeman being attacked 
has been trained to deal with the 
possibility of a threat, and it is 
situations like these that have 
prepared him for it. 

All operational police attend 
the Operational Tactics and Safety 
Training (OTST) program every 
six months and this scenario 
is one of many. 

The two-day course involves a 
day of learning defensive tactics, 
weapons training and the latest 
methods of dealing with the 
mentally ill, followed by a second 
day of classroom instruction 
including emergency management 
training and aggressive behaviour 
management. 

All the police have experienced 
similar situations to the one acted 
out in front of them, but the training 
allows them to refresh their skills. 


The Centre for Operational 
Safety’s Sergeant Matt Hargreaves 
said the course was changing 
constantly to meet the demands of 
the community and ensure police 
have the most up-to-date training. 

“We look at the organisational 
needs and alterthe trainingto 
suit the organisation. The program 
changes every six months,” he said. 

“The basic fundamentals 
don’t change, but aspects of 
the program do. 

“There are things like acute 
behavioural disturbance, which is 
learning how to deal with mental 
illness, that we have reviewed and 
implemented into ourtraining 
program,” he said. 

“We teach members to try to 
identify the behaviours related 
to mental illness. They identify 
triggers, observe the person and 
what they look like, and think 
about if there is any indication 
of mental illness. 

“Police are also trained to get 
more knowledge about the person 
they are dealing with. If there is 
a family member of someone in 
crisis, we ask them about that 
person and talk to them about 
their depressive behaviour. 

“We know to ask the right 
questions so we can apply a 
communication strategy to 
deal with each individual.” 


When it comes to defensive 
tactics, police are constantly 
refreshing their training. 

“Recently, the organisation found 
there were a lot of incidents where 
members were being injured after 
being kicked by offenders while 
takingthem out of divisional vans,” 
Sgt Hargreaves said. 

“To prevent those incidents 
occurring, we’ve instructed 
members on how to get people 
out of the van safely.” 

Defensive tactics training 
involves dealing with available 
tactical options and restraint 
and control, includingthe use of 
non-lethal options like batons, 
handcuffs and sprays. 

“The members learn about 
the techniques associated with 
physical confrontation. Then we 
use scenarios so that they can 
test those defensive tactics skills 
and conflict resolution skills,” 

Sgt Hargreaves said. 

“It’s not about kicking and 
punching. It’s about havingthe 
ability to communicate and 
prevent issues from escalating. 

“They’ve done the training as 
recruits. This is to re-instilthe 
methods they have learned.” 

The OTST program also 
includes training on the use 
of semi-automatic firearms, 
which began being rolled out 
in November. ■ 


When it comes to defensive tactics, police 
are constantly refreshing their training, 
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BRAVE ONES 

.01 The eight Valour 

Award recipients were 
presented with their 
awards at a graduation 
ceremony at the Victoria 
Police Academy. 

.02 Sen Const Caine and 
Ldg Sen Const Wood 
survey the damage in 
the aftermath of the 
bushfires. 



VALOUR 

"'“‘VALIANT 


EIGHT OFTHE BRAVEST, MOST HEROIC VICTORIAN POLICE HAVE 
RECEIVED THE HIGHEST HONOUR - A VALOUR AWARD - FOR THEIR 
SELFLESS ACTS ON BLACK SATURDAY. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 
& SHANE BELL 

O ne hundred and seventy-three 
people died as bushfires 
tore through their homes and 
surroundings on Black Saturday 
in February last year. Flowever, a 
lucky few survived the terrifying 
ordeal thanks to the bravery 
of their local police. 

On 15 October, eight police 
were presented with Valour Awards 
for their actions at a ceremony at 
the Victoria Police Academy. 

The Valour Award is presented 
to police who have shown 
exceptional bravery in extremely 
perilous circumstances. 

Kinglake police station’s Leading 
Senior Constable Roger Wood and 
Senior Constable Cameron Caine 
gained the title of Kinglake Knights 
after they led a grou p of about 200 
people to safety. 


Ldg Sen Const Wood spent 
hours directing drivers away from 
dangerous areas, attending vehicle 
collisions in the midst of fire and 
helping confused and scared 
people to safe havens. 

As the afternoon wore on, Sen 
Const Caine joined him as the fires 
worsened and they came across 
a large group of people gathered 
outside the Pheasant Creek store 
with fire fast approaching. 

The group was panicked and 
unsure of where to go. 

Ldg Sen Const Wood drove 
ahead and checked if the roads 
were clear, then called Sen Const 
Caine who told everyone to follow 
the safe path towards the Kinglake 
West CFA building. 

After the final vehicle made 
its way to safety, the area was 
engulfed in flames. 

Almost two years later, the 
fear and exhaustion, and the 
adrenalin that kept him going 
throughout the day and night, is 
still vivid for Ldg Sen Const Wood. 


“Every other day I think about it,” 
he said. 

“Working around Kinglake, 

I can remember how the streets 
looked that day and the locations 
of the deceased. It’s getting easier. 
You never forget it, but it gets 
easier everyday. 

“I was blown away to hear that I 
was receiving a Valour Award. It’s a 
great honour to be bestowed on you, 
I’m very proud.” 

Mooroolbark police station’s 
Sergeant Lee Nichols and 
Ringwood’s Senior Constable 
Matthew Flenry fought through thick 
smoke, fallen trees and radiant heat 
to save an elderly, disabled woman. 

Carolyn Kelmar was trapped on 
her property, surrounded by fire. 

The two police tried to get to Ms 
Kelmar’s property, but faced a wall 
of flames and were forced to retreat. 

Not wanting to give up on the 
woman, they returned 15 minutes 
later to find the property still on 
fire, but not as fierce, and found 
Ms Kelmar distressed in her car. 

They put out spot fires around 
her home before driving her and 
her cat to safety. 

“They are heroes, absolute 
heroes,” Ms Kelmar said when she 
reunited with the pair a week later. 

“I can’t believe how brave they 
are. What they did was frightfully 
dangerous.” 


Most would agree with 
Ms Kelmar’s sentiments about 
the two police, who were also 
presented with Valour Awards. 

Sergeant Andrew Walker, 
a leading senior constable at 
Alexandra police station at the 
time, was on sick leave when he 
realised the seriousness of the 
fires and reported for duty. 

Fie, along with others who 
were not expected to be on duty 
until later in the day, arrived at the 
police station, ready to assist. 

Marysville police station’s Senior 
Constable Peter Collyer joined 
Alexandra police’s Sgt Walker and 
Leading Senior Constable Ian Hamill 
as they drove into Marysville. 

The firestorm was raging in 
Marysville, however, they decided to 
continue and drove through, warning 
people about the approaching fires. 

There they met with Woods Point 
police station’s Leading Senior 
Constable Ken Dwight and came 
across about 200 people gathered 
at Gallipoli Oval, the town’s 
appointed fire refuge. 

The trees around the oval were 
on fire as the police urged people 
to leave by traveling towards 
Alexandra. With thick smoke 
making visibility almost zero, the 
police escorted the convoy of 
vehicles to Alexandra safely. 

Those actions earned the four 
members Valour Awards. 

The eight police are among 
329 Valour Award recipients since 
they were introduced in 1874. 

A further 19 police were 
presented with medals for 
courage, medals for merit or 
regional commendations for their 
actions on Black Saturday. ■ 


WHAT IS THE VALOUR AWARD? 

' ] Police can be nominated for the Valour Award and it is then considered by 
the Victoria Police Honours and Awards Committee. 

[ 1 Three hundred and twenty-nine valour awards have been presented since 
they were introduced in 1874. 

1 ] The first person to receive a bravery award was Collingwood police 
station’s Sergeant William Mason in 1874 for his courage and 
determination after he was attacked by a group of men while trying to 
arrest a wanted offender. 
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OTHER POLICE AWARDED FOR TH 
BLACK SATURDAY % 

Senior Constable Alex Barron 

Leading Senior Constable Michael Balazs 

Senior Constable Bernice Canty 

Sergeant Mark Hesse 

Senior Constable Paul Kemezys 

Senior Constable John Liddell 

Leading Senior Constable Brett Tanian 

Leading Senior Constable Gary Tickell 

Sergeant Peter Williams 

Leading Senior Constable Matthew Bull 

Senior Sergeant Wayne Spence 

Senior Constable Samantha Spencer 

Leading Senior Constable Geoffrey Webb 

Leading Senior Constable Ross Timms R 

Sergeant Keith Walker R 

Sergeant Ralph Willingham R 


HEIR AgflXJNSON^ 

^ , Medal for Courage , 
Medal for Courag J 
Medal for Couraj^ 
Medal for Courap(| 
Medal for Courage 
Medal for Courage 
Medal for Courage 
Medal for Courage 
Medal for Courage 
Medal for Merit 
Medal for Merit 
Medal for Merit 
Medal for Merit 
Regional Commendation 
Regional Commendation 
Regional Commendation 


A number of police are stilt being considered for awards relating to Black Saturday. 
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A FACTORY WORKER INFATUATED WITH HIS FORMER FLAME WAS 
QUICKLY IDENTIFIED AS THE KILLER IN ACALCULATED MURDER. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 


EDITORIAL BLUE TAYLOR 


LIFE TAKEN 

.01 Aneta Pochopien’s was found 
dead in her car, parked in the 
driveway of her home. 

.02 Aneta Pochopien in 
happier times. 

.03 Pisey Praseour shot his former 
Lover through the driver’s seat 
window of her car. 


M artin Pochopien slept 
peacefully. 

The 10-year-old had no 
concerns, no worries, no fears. 

When he drifted off to sleep on 
13 April, 2004, he never dreamed 
that when he woke, his life would 
be changed forever. 


The Relationship 

May 2003 

Mrs Pochopien and Praseour begin 
an affair. 

September 2003 

Mrs Pochopien ends the relationship 
with Praseour. 

Oct 2003-April 2004 

Praseour becomes depressed. In 
early April he cancels the lease on 
his rental property and completes 
his last will and testament. 


Thirty-two-year-old Aneta 
Pochopien seemed to have it all: 
a loving husband, a beautiful son, 
and a large home in Chadstone. 

But she also had a secret that 
would cost her her life. 

Pisey Praseour was a 21-year-old 
security guard who worked the 
nightshift at Silcraft, the same 


Glen Waverley factory at which 
Mrs Pochopien worked. 

In May 2003, Praseour and 
the married mother began a 
relationship. 

The remorseful wife revealed 
the affairto her husband in 
September, seeking his forgiveness 
and support in gettingtheir 
marriage back on track. Although 
heartbroken, Mr Pochopien agreed. 

Mrs Pochopien ended her 
relationship with Praseour and the 
two agreed to be friends. At first, 
this seemed to work, but soon the 


The Murder- 


13 April 2004 

6pm: Praseour works the same shift 
as Mrs Pochopien. He sets alarms at 
work to make it appear as though he 
is in the office to create a false alibi. 

14 April 2004 

4.30am: Mrs Pochopien leaves 
the factory. Praseour follows her 
home and shoots her. 


-> 

5.29am: Peter Pochopien is woken 
by the sound of gunshots. He races 
downstairs to find his wife slumped 
in her car. 

5.35am: Police and ambulance 
are called. Mrs Pochopien is 
pronounced dead. 
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It was the last time she was 
seen alive. 

He followed her home, watching 
as she pulled into her drive. 

He parked his car near her house 
then stalked towards the driver’s 
side window of her car, pulled out 
a gun and fired. 

The noise of the gunshots 
rang through the street, waking 
Mr Pochopien with a start. 

He ran outside to where he found 
his wife slumped in the driver’s 
seat of her car. He screamed to 
neighbours for help before running 
back inside to call an ambulance. 

The couple’s son Martin told 
police in a statement what he 
could remember from the night. 

“I woke up because I could hear 
my dad breathing loudly, like he was 
going to be sick,” he said. “He was 
trying to calm himself down, but 
he couldn’t. I asked him what was 
happening but he yelled at me to 
get back into bed and go to sleep.” 

When the ambulance arrived, 
there was nothing they could do. 

Mrs Pochopien was dead. 

As her family began to grieve, 
the Homicide Squad and Oakleigh 
Crime Investigation Unit (CIU) 
began their investigation. 

Detective Senior Constable 
Andrew Payne, then at the 
Homicide Squad, remembers 
the investigation clearly. 


“It became clear very early 
on that Praseour had a deep 
infatuation with Mrs Pochopien,” 
he said. 

“When we interviewed him the 
day after the murder he denied any 
involvement, but came back later 
that afternoon on the verge of tears. 

“He said to me, All I can see is ...’ 
and made a gesture with his hand 
like he was firing a gun. I thought 
he was there to confess, but 
on legal advice he made a ‘no 
comment’ interview. 

“At the time we had no solid 
evidence to arrest him so we took 
out a search warrant on his house 
and cars where we found extensive 
documentation that proved how 
deeply infatuated with her he was.” 

Later that night, while police 
continued their investigation, 
Praseour sent fellow employee 
Margaret Essa text messages 
detailing the whereabouts of the 
firearm and ammunition. He 
told her not to tell anyone where 


heartache of losing her began to 
take its toll on Praseour. 

It seemed he always held 
hope the two would re-kindle 
their relationship, but it was in 
vain, and when he realised he 
would never have her back, he 
made up his mind. 

On 13 April, seven months 
later, Praseour went to work 
where he saw the woman with 
whom he was now deeply 
infatuated. They did not talk, but 
Praseour kept a keen eye on her 
until she left the factory at 4.30am. 


15 April 2004 

7.30am: Praseour provides a false 
account of his movements during the 
murder. 

11.40pm: Praseour sends colleague 
Margaret Essa a text message 
saying:“The gun bolt is in Silcraft 
gutter near yellow bins and the 
bullets are in the bushes near fire 
panel.Thanks, I love you! Goodbye 
and my will is in Glen Waverley. Just 
please don’t tell them any of this 
until u know im dead OK? Do you 
understand?” 


1.50pm: Praseour returns to the 
Oakleigh CIU. He is visibly upset and 
makes a gesture like he is firing a gun. 

16 April 2004 

7.04am: Praseour sends Ms Essa a 
message stating: “Im still here don’t 
say nothing yet.” 

9am: Praseour is taken to a medical 
clinic before being transferred to the 
Upton House Psychiatric Facility. 


2.49pm: Praseour’s brother-in-law 
sends Ms Essa a text message stating: 
“Peter (Praseour) is in hospital. He said 
to say forget what he said yesterday.” 
3.55-6.05pm: As a result of the text 
messages, police locate the bullets, 
rifle and breech bolt at various 
locations at Silcraft factory and 
storm drains in Mount Waverley. 
8.30pm: Praseour is arrested for 
the murder of Mrs Pochopien. 


The Aftermath 
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they were until she knew he was 
dead. He then tried to take his 
own life before being taken to the 
Upton House Psychiatric Facility. 

“When we found out about the 
attempted suicide, we went to the 
factory and spoke with Ms Essa,” 
Det Sen Const Payne said. “She 
had deleted the messages so we 
sent the phone to the Computer 
Crime Squad.They recovered 
enough information to give us 
the location of the firearm and 
ammunition which we found that 
afternoon. We then had enough 
for his arrest.” 

Praseour was arrested at Upton 
House two days after the murder. 
He was sentenced to 20 years’ 
imprisonment with a minimum of 
15 before being eligible for parole. 

At Praseour’s sentencing, the 
Supreme Court Judge reminded 
him of the gravity of his crime. 

“You took from her the most 
important human right that she 
possessed, the right to life itself.” ■ 


The Conviction 

17 February, 2006 

After 673 days in custody, Praseour is 
sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment 
with a minimum of 15 before being 
eligible for parole. 
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ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT 

.01 Ldg Sen Const Dickinson 
talks to James who was 
involved in a collision after 
hooning on the roads. 

.02 Since participating in 
PARTY, Cherie believes 
she will change her ways. 



Education to reduce 



BRINGING YOUNG OFFENDERS FACE-TO-FACE WITH VICTIMS OF 
CRIME IS HAVING A LIFE-CHANGING EFFECT AND COULD INTHE 
LONG-TERM PREVENTTHEM FROM GOING TO JAIL. 


CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 

EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


T he Prevent Alcohol and Risk- 
related Trauma in Youths 
(PARTY) program is not about 
mollycoddling young offenders 
into changing their attitudes, it is 
a confronting, raw, horrific insight 
into the affects trauma injuries 
can have on people’s lives. 

None of the 20 young western 
suburbs offenders sitting in 
the seminar room of The Alfred 
Hospital were prepared for the 
graphic photographs emergency 
physician Dr Conor Deasy flashed 
onto the projector screen. 

The first one was of a woman 
stuck in a car after it had crashed, 
the next a man lying barely alive 
after coming off his motorbike with 
his lung exposed, and then a close- 
up of a young man’s battered and 
bloody face after being hit with a 
meat cleaver. 

The message was clear - taking 
risks and making bad decisions can 
end in serious injury and death. 

And so began the PARTY 
program, a joint initiative between 
The Alfred Hospital, Sunshine 
and Werribee magistrates’ courts, 
the Visy Hub Youth Junction and 
Brimbank police. 


BrimbankYouth Resource 
Officer Leading Senior Constable 
Gerard Dickinson helped get the 
program off the ground. For the 
past year he has been taking 
groups of young offenders, aged 
18 to 25, responsible for crimes 
that could have had much worse 
outcomes, through the hospital. All 
the offenders have been ordered to 
attend the course as part of their 
pre-sentencing conditions. 

“It is not just about them turning 
up,” Ldg Sen Const Dickinson said. 

“I expect them all to participate 
and to learn something. Every 
one of them has done something 
wrong that could have turned out 
much worse.” 

Each group that goes through 
the hospital hears from medical 
practitioners from the emergency 
ward, paramedics, police and a 
trauma ward nurse.Throughout 
the day they visit the intensive care 
ward, where a seriously injured 
patient or their family addresses 
the group. Then, they are taken to 
the trauma ward to meet another 
patient, to the rehabilitation 
ward, and then to prosthetics and 
orthotics before being addressed 
again by a young man, Anthony, who 
was left paralysed as a child when 
he was hit by a car. 


Ldg Sen Const Dickinson 
had organised for the group to 
see a patient, Steve, who was in a 
coma in intensive care after having 
a bad collision when he tried to 
drive home from a party drunk. 

“Unfortunately we were informed 
today, Steve’s family have had to 
make the heart-breaking decision 
to turn off Steve’s life support,” 

Ldg Sen Const Dickinson said. 

Participant Cherie was ordered 
to attend PARTY, after being 
charged with assault. Seeing 
some of the after-effects of such 
actions has changed her attitude. 

“I swear I will never touch 
another person,” she said. 

“I really don’t think I ever 
considered the consequences of 
what I did, I never realised that if I 
hit someone they could actually die. 

“My mind started to change 
within the first hour and now 
meeting all these patients, it really 
makes you think.” 

In the trauma ward, the group 
met James, a young man badly 
injured after falling off his 
motorbike while hooning. 

“I’ve smashed my ribs, my 
collar bone and I’m just in so 
much pain,” he said. 


James admitted he was speeding 
and decided to do a ‘mono’, when he 
lost control and hit the road hard. 

“I’ve finally learnt my lesson, 
keep the bikes for the track. At the 
moment I can’t work, I can’t sleep, I 
can’t even leave this bed.” 

As the group toured the hospital 
it was hard to judge the effect the 
program was having on them, until 
they all meet Jess, a 22-year-old 
from Trafalgar. By the end of her 
talk, many of the group had tears in 
their eyes. 

Driving home one September 
night, a man drove off the freeway 
and straight into her car, damaging 
her sternum. 

Sitting there in front of the 
group, wearing a neck brace, 

Jess was angry. 

“In a split second, someone else 
has ruined my life, I went from living 
on my own, working, going out with 
my mates and now I can’t even 
wash my own hair,” she said. 

“At the moment, I’ve really hit 
rock bottom, I’ve wanted to kill 
myself and my poor mum has 
to help me through all of this, 
all because someone else was 
speeding. I’m so angry, this wasn’t 
my fault.” 

Participant Beau had to attend 
PARTY because he drove while on 
a suspended learner’s permit and 
caused a collision. 

“All the graphic photos and 
videos they showed really affected 
me. When we met a couple of 
people who had been badly injured 
or disabled, I realised how it can 
affect your life forever.” 
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Beau said he will now consider 
the consequences of his actions. 

“I walked out of the hospital 
that day and for the first time ever 
I didn’t jay-walk to cross the road, 

I waited for the lights, that’s how 
much I really thought about things. 
And the other day, I was in the car 
with a mate who was speeding 
and I was like ‘mate, slow down 
seriously’,” he said. 

Ldg Sen Const Dickinson said 
the program was another option 
for young offenders. 

“It is important for the 
community to know that this 
program is offered to young 
offenders, not as a diversion, 
but as a pre-sentencing option 
for the courts to make a final 
judgement on their punishment. 

“Hopefully the community 
will feel that education is just as 
important as the judicial process 
to reduce further offending.” 


www.poi 
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RESERVIST SMITH 

.01 Reservist Smith's perseverance 
and determination led to the 
arrest and conviction of an 
organised crime group Leader. 


ROLE OF THE RESERVIST 

l ] Reservist was a rank designed for former members who wished to return to 
Victoria Police in a non-operational role. 

" A reservist’s role can vary greatly. The nine remaining reservists carryout a 
range of tasks including station and property administration, peer support, 
and watchhouse duties. 

^Victoria Police stopped recruiting reservists in 1987. As each remaining 
reservist retires or resigns the rank will become obsolete. 


HE MAYBE ONE OFTHE LAST OF HIS KIND BUT 
THIS RESERVIST HAS STILL GOT WHAT ITTAKES 
TO TAKE CROOKS OFF THE STREETS. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

EDITORIAL BLUE TAYLOR 

PHOTOGRAPHY SUZY WOOD 


H e wears the bLue uniform 
and drives a poLice car, but 
Reservist Garth Smith is not 
your average poLiceman. 

Joining Victoria PoLice as a 
public servant in 1964, Reservist 
Smith went on to become a poLice 
member in 1966 where he worked 
in a range of units including the 
Brunswick Traffic Management 
Unit and the Motorbike Solos. 

Although he Loved his job, by the 
mid-70s he resigned from Victoria 
PoLice when given the opportunity 
to work security for a private 
enterprise which would allow him 
to work closer to home. But after 
10 years out of the job, Reservist 
Smith realised Victoria Police was 
where he belonged. 


He returned to Geelong police 
station in 1986 as a reservist - a 
rank designed for former members 
who wished to return to Victoria 
Police in a non-operational role. 
Reservist Smith is one of only nine 
left across the state. 

His primary role is to maintain 
police vehicles from his base at 
Geelong police station. But it is 
his passion for the community 
that has made him so valuable 
to Victoria Police, becoming an 
unofficial bridge between police 
and the public. 

With a hearty laugh and 
benevolent smile, Reservist Smith 
takes to the streets to speak with 
the locals, attends collisions when 
a van is tied up and follows up on 
minor complaints. 

He may not carry a firearm, 
but on 10 August he proved he 
is just as capable as any 
operational member. 


After a visit to Werribee police 
station, Reservist Smith was 
returning to Geelong when the 
Torquay Crime Investigation Unit 
sent out a description of a stolen 
caravan. Just moments later, he 
spotted the vehicle travelling in 
the opposite direction along the 
freeway. Quickly swinging a U-turn, 
he was hot on their tail. 

“I knew I couldn’t intercept the 
van,” he said, “but I was aware there 
had been a spate of similar thefts, 
so I didn’t want them to get away.” 

He called for backup before 
following the caravan all the way to 
Point Cook where a solo member 
swiftly joined the pursuit. 

The offenders knew they were 
being followed, but would not give 
in easily. They raced through the 
streets of Point Cook, speeding 
around corners and hiding in 
the backstreets before finding 
themselves at a dead-end. They 
crashed into a fence, before fleeing 
on foot, jumping fences and 
bolting through backyards, trying 
desperately to evade capture. 

But Reservist Smith would not 
give up chase. After a tiresome 
foot pursuit he detained one of 
the puffed-out criminals in the 
backyard of a Point Cook house. 


1 knew I couldn't 
intercept the van but I 
was aware there had 
been a spate of similar 
thefts, so I didn't want 
them to get away." 

It was all over. 

The main offender was taken 
to court and charged with dozens 
of offences including theft of 
a caravan. He was ordered to 
pay $119,047 in compensation 
and sentenced to 22 months’ 
imprisonment with a minimum 
of 1 2 months behind bars. 

The capture of a man, who the 
magistrate described as running 
an “extremely well-organised 
enterprise”, would not have been 
possible without the tireless 
efforts and fierce determination 
of Reservist Smith. ■ 


His primary role is to maintain police vehicles from his base at Geelong 
police station. But it is his passion for the community that has made him 
so valuable to Victoria Police, becoming an unofficial bridge between police 
and tbe public. 
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RUNNING MAN 

.01 Const Leigh Miller’s speed 
has been beneficial to catch 
offenders. 

.02 Competing at the Seoul Olympics. 



ffj 
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CONSTABLE 

LEIGH 

MILLER 


EDITORIAL BLUE TAYLOR 

PHOTOGRAPHY SUZY WOOD 

ttention all drug-dealers, 
shoplifters and public urinators. 
If you are thinking of running from 
police - think again. 

Former Olympian Constable 
Leigh Miller is patrolling the streets 
of St Kilda, and if you run, he will be 
sure to catch you. 


“I was a late bloomer,” Const 
Miller said. “I didn’t start running 
until I was about 18. At the time I 
didn’t think it would lead anywhere, 

I just wanted to get fit.” 

But Const Miller’s get-fit-quick 
scheme quickly turned into a 
semi-career that saw him travelling 
around the globe. 

In 1983, at 19, Const Miller was 
selected by a talent identification 
program to compete in the 
400-metre hurdles and relay 


events in California, Utah and 
Arizona. Of the 30 Australians 
who joined him on the trip, Const 
Miller was the only one who would 
make it to the Olympics. 

“I qualified for the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics five years after my trip to 
the States,” he said. “I had changed 
coaches, and become more serious 
in my running, so it was very 
exciting to be chosen.” 

Const Miller competed in the 
400-metre relay where he came 
sixth, while in the 400-metre 
hurdles he came 21st. 

“It was an experience you can’t 
relive. Four years of training comes 
down to just a couple of minutes, 
it’s a pretty surreal 
feeling.” 

After the Seoul 
Olympics, Const 
Miller continued 
to run, travelling 
overseas for three 
months each year 
while competing at a 
Commonwealth level. 

But after the 1991 
World Championships 
in Tokyo a series of 
injuries forced him 
to retire. 


“I had a stress fracture in my 
pelvis, a torn achilles, three knee 
operations, and a foot operation,” 
he said. “It was hard to accept the 
fact that I had to retire, because I 
loved running so much.” 

But after joining Victoria Police 
in 2008, Const Miller was given 
the chance to run again. This 
time round, however, he chases 
criminals, not medals. 

And at six-nil, he has not 
lost a single race yet. ■ 


Do you know someone who has gone on to an impressive 
policing career? Police Life wants to hear about them. Send 
suggestions to policelife-mgrrapolice.vic.gov.au via email. 
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PICTURE THIS 



When I arrived at their house, 
they gave me the drawings to 
assist in my investigation. I was 
completely taken aback. It was so 
fantastic to see these kids who 
were willing to go that extra mile to 
help the police. 

It is thanks to them that we 
were able to locate and arrest the 
burglars by late afternoon.The 
offenders confessed to their crimes 
and were ordered to pay for the 
damage. The arrest certainly would 
not have been possible without the 
help of these children. 

Campaspe’s Acting Inspector 
Mick Carroll was so amazed by 
the children’s efforts he presented 
them with the framed pictures 
and a letter of thanks. 

It has to be said, that with kids 
like this shaping themselves 
for a career with Victoria Police, 
future criminals should be very 
concerned.” ■ 


It was a wintry afternoon on Sunday, 6 June when Sergeant Richard 
Zakrewski of Echuca police was called to investigate a burglary. He 
tells Police Life the inspiring story of how four primary school children 
helped capture the offenders. 


CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 


EDITORIAL SERGEANT RICHARD 
ZAKREWSKI 

PHOTOGRAPHY FIONA EVANS 


MINI INVESTIGATORS 

.01 Two burglars never imagined 
children’s drawings would lead 
to their capture. 


ost people are afraid to 
IVI assist police in an 
investigation. They are either 
too scared of getting involved or 
fear they will be targeted by the 
offenders. So when I was called 
to investigate a burglary at Welton 
Primary School, it was great to 
hear we had a few eyewitnesses 
who were willing to talk. 

When I first attended the scene 
I found an open shed door, graffiti 
damage, a smashed camera and a 
pried-open window. I then headed 
to the address of the eyewitnesses, 
but when I arrived, they were 
definitely not what I was expecting. 


Five-year-old twins Jude and 
Aaron, their eight-year-old cousin 
Phoeby and her friend Kiah were 
visiting family in Echuca for the 
weekend when they went to play 
at the school. 

It was there they noticed three 
suspicious-looking teenagers 
lurking around. At first they 
dismissed their concerns but as 
they came across the damage, they 
knew something was not right. 

As a neighbour of the school 
reported the burglary, the kids got 
to work in recording what they had 
seen. With textas and paper they 
drew the offenders in perfect detail, 
even includingthe pattern and 
colour of their clothes. 


"With textas and paper they drew the offenders 
in perfect detail, even including the pattern and 
colour of their clothes." 


PICTURE PERFECT 


www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife 
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THERE ARE A RANGE OF DIFFERENTSKILLS 
WOULD-BE DETECTIVES NEED. POLICE LIFE 
SPENT A DAY AT TH E DETECTIVE TRAINING 
SCHOOL (DTS), HELPING THE NEW BREED OF 
CRIME-FIGHTERS PRACTICE THEIR CRAFT 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


GAINING SKILLS 

.01 A trainee detective and a role 
player get into character. 

.02 The police practice 

interviewing witnesses at 
the mock murder scene. 


T he scenario was set. A woman 
had met a man online and 
decided to have a face-to-face 
meeting at a public reserve in 
Glen Waverley.The couple met 
up and were chatting, when her 
ex-lover came charging out of the 
bushes and stabbed the man. 

This was the information given to 
12 Victoria Police employees who 
had volunteered to act out parts 
in this mock crime scene. We were 
all given our parts, I got to be a 
hysterical victim who had watched 
her new love interest murdered. 
There was another witness, a 
stickybeak neighbour who just 
wanted to talk to police, a media 
crew and uniform police members. 

Throughout the course of this 
cold, wet day, 10 trainee detectives 
were sent in pairs to the same 
mock scene and assessed on 
their response to the incident. 

With the killer still on the loose 
they had a big job to do. They 
needed to separate the witnesses, 
secure the crime scene with police 
tape, deal with people enteringthe 
scene without permission, take 


down names and numbers, give 
directions to uniform police, get 
information about the offender 
to Police Communications (D24), 
calm down a hysterical woman 
who had just seen a horrific murder 
and try to keep an eager media 
crew out of the way. 

Detective Senior Constable 
Glyn Woolley, of the Hobsons Bay 
Crime Investigation Unit (CIU), was 
one of the detectives thrown in the 
deep end. He said the scenarios 
were good practice. 

“They are fairly realistic and help 
put you under enough pressure to 
see how you will cope in real-life 
situations,” he said. 

“It can be nerve-racking having 
the assessors watching over your 
shoulders, but it’s not so bad. It 
really is a great way to brush up on 
your crime scene skills.” 

Knox police station administrator 
Kerry De Dios has volunteered to be 
part of the scenarios four times. 

She enjoyed watching the same 
scenario unfold differently, with 
each pair of trainee detectives. 

“Sometimes there is a huge 
variation. Depending on how each 
pair approach or handle it - it truly 
is fascinating to see the impact 
that one decision can make on how 
smoothly a scenario runs,” she said. 

Werribee police station’s 
Constable JanelleTran participated 
in the role plays for the first time. 
She saw it as a chance to help 
further her career. 

“I am looking at getting 
involved in the CIU one day 
so this was a good chance to 
see what is expected from the 


"They are fairly realistic and help put you under 
enough pressure to see how you will cope in 
real-life situations." 


"They give us a really 
good chance to assess 
the trainee detectives 
on how they attend, 
respond and react at a 
major crime scene." 

detectives. It also gave me a better 
understanding of what to do when 
you're first at the scene of a crime. 

“I enjoyed the day. It was a great 
learning experience, and great to 
see that senior members can also 
get just as nervous as we do when 
it comes to exams.” 

After the experience Const 
Tran said she felt more confident 
attending crime scenes. 

The DTS course is a component 
of the Centre for Investigator 
Training (CIT). Head of CIT, Detective 
Acting Inspector Adrian Dalzotto 
spoke of the value of the scenarios. 

“They give us a really good 
chance to assess the trainee 
detectives on how they attend, 
respond and react at a major crime 
scene,” he said. 

“We assess them on their 
command and control, how they 
deal with witnesses and victims 
and what their initial response is.” 

Before becoming a qualified 
detective, police must have at 
least five years’ experience in the 
job. After qualifying for the Field 
Investigation Course, members can 
then apply for a detective position 
and after gaining some experience, 
can become eligible to complete 
the DTS course. 


M 
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The DTS, based at the Victoria 
Police Academy, is an eight-week 
course run four times a year. 
However, as of next year, a part- 
time course will be included for 
members of the Sexual Offences 
and Child Abuse Investigation 
Teams. It is a requirement these 
members are trained detectives. 

Det A/lnsp Dalzotto said there 
were certain attributes police 
needed to become detectives. 

“They need to have a sound 
knowledge of current investigative 
techniques and methodology, 
excellent practical skills, be 
a good communicator with 
good people skills. They also 
need to be considering their 
leadership capabilities as they 
will find themselves in situations 
demanding strong leadership.” ■ 


www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife 





SUN SHINES ON 



IT ISTHE DAY WHEN POLICE, FAMILY, FRIENDS ANDTHE COMMUNITY GATHERTO PAYTRIBUTE 
TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAVE LOSTTHEIR LIVES SERVING THE COMMUNITY. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

EDITORIAL BLUE TAYLOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 

F allen heroes, honourable 
members, heroic sacrifices. 

These are just a few of 
the terms used on National 
Police Remembrance Day on 
29 September to describe the 
members killed in the line of duty. 

They sound so noble, but these 
members were not warriors striding 
in to battle, willing to die. They were 
everyday people like you and I. 

Their deaths were sudden, 
tragic, and often cruel. 

They had families and friends 
waiting at home.They had plans 
for the weekend and dreams for 
the future. 

They were not ready, nor 
prepared to die. 


Police Life gives an insight into a 
handful of members who have lost 
their lives in the line of duty. 

These are just a handful of 
tales of 151 members who have 
been killed since Victoria Police’s 
inception in 1853. 

In some cases their lives were 
taken by criminals, while others 
were claimed in accidents.They 
may not have been from the same 
stations, killed in the same way, or 
even have lived in the same era, 
but one thingthey share is that 
they were all taken before their 
time while doing a job they loved. 

It is for this reason that family, 
friends, colleagues and the public 
gather on Remembrance Day to 
honour and rememberthe lives 
that were claimed too soon. ■ 


1856 - SERGEANT JOHN MCNALLY 

It was more than 150 years ago and without cars, 
trains and helicopters to get around; Victoria 
Police members made their way on horseback. 

It was 16 October when Sergeant John McNally 
received information that a notorious armed- 
robber, William Turner, was at a miner’s tent 
nearby. He and his partner, Constable John Moore, rode to the tent where 
they located, and subdued Turner. 

In a desperate struggle to escape, Turner called on the help of his friend, 
William Twigham, who emerged from a tent carrying a double-barrelled 
shotgun. He shot at the policemen, killing Sgt McNally and wounding 
Const Moore. 

The offenders escaped, but did not remain at liberty for long, arrested in 
Adelaide a week later. 

Turner pleaded guilty to manslaughter and was sentenced to 15 years’ 
hard labour. 

Twigham was not so lucky. He was convicted of Sgt McNally’s murder and 
sentenced to death by hanging. He was executed on 11 March, 1857. 



.01 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 

.01 Victoria Police members 

march to honour and remember 
their colleagues who were 
killed in the line of duty. 

.02 Chief Commissioner Simon 
Overland takes a moment 
to reflect before addressing the 
families, friends and colle agues 
of those killed. 


1974 - SENIOR CONSTABLE 

CHARLES CURSON ■ V 

The murder of Senior Constable Charles Curson is 

one of the most horrific in Victoria Police’s history. warn* ™ ^ ^ JHI 

It was 8 January, 1974 when he stood on the steps of HH flH| 

Flinders Street Station talking to a newspaper seller. 

While they spoke, James Henry Betsey stalked up 

behind him, produced a knife, and slit his throat. ^ 

Onlookers screamed in terror as the bloodied 

policeman slumped to the ground. Betsey then walked calmly across the 
road and entered Young and Jackson’s Hotel. 

Sen Const Curson died from his massive neck wound two hours later. 

Betsey was charged with murder but a lengthy history of mental disorder saw 
him acquitted on the grounds of insanity. He was sentenced to be detained at 
the Governor’s pleasure. 


1971 - CONSTABLE WILLIAM BENBOW TOT 
AND CONSTABLE ROBERT WORLAND ■ ^ W 

Members of Richmond police station were devastated ^B 
when two of their colleagues were killed in bizarre 1 Vj 

incidents in less than a year. ^B| 

Constable William Benbow was killed on 17 April, 

1971 when attempting to move bystanders away from 
the danger zone of a partly demolished building in V 

Richmond. As he did, a wall collapsed, killing him 1 ' 

and three civilians. 

His mother wrote to Police Life in 1971, detailing her 
son’s dedication to Victoria Police. 

“I know in my heart, my son died the way he lived JB 

- helping others. And it is the way he would have 

wanted - in uniform,” she stated. « " f ( 

After his death, Richmond police organised outings v ^ 

for Const Benbow’s widow to support her in dealing 
with her husband’s death. It was a kind gesture, but TBr 

no one imagined the outings would result in the death * ™ 

of three more people. 

On 9 October, Constable Robert Worland was driving his wife and Ms Benbow 
on an organised outing when he lost control of his car and crashed. All three 
occupants died later at Portland Hospital. 


2006-SENIOR CONSTABLE wgU f £ 

ANN BRIMBLECOMBE J jfi jf TO 

Senior Constable Ann Brimblecombe was ^ 

a passionate bicycle education officer who , 

travelled the state giving lectures on the * ^ “i- 
importance of road safety. Ironically, it would *. 

be a road collision that claimed her life. 

On 16 August, 2006 Sen Const Brimblecombe was travelling from Wangaratta 
to Mitta Mitta Primary School when her vehicle ran off the Omeo Highway and 
slammed into a tree. 

Due to the remote location, her vehicle was not found until a local farmer 
noticed the scene a few hours later. Sen Const Brimblecombe had died at 
the scene. 

The circumstances surrounding the collision remain unknown, but it is certain 
Sen Const Brimblecombe died travelling to do a job she loved. 
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A PIECE OF OUR PAST 


BREATH-TESTING 

REVOLUTION 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 

PHOTOGRAPHY LIZ GEORGES 


TIMES CHANGE 


.01 


.02 


Some of the first-ever 
breath-testing technologies. 

Breath-testing equipment 
has improved since it was 
introduced in 1960. 


I t was in 1960 that the work 
of Victoria Police surgeon 
Dr John Birrell led to the 
introduction of devices that 
analysed breath, rather than 
blood, when measuring how much 
alcohol a person had consumed. 

The Breath Analysis Section, 
now the Road Policing Drug and 
Alcohol Section (RPDAS), was 
set up in 1961 to combat an 
increasing number of road 
fatalities involving drink 


drivers. Police started taking breath 
samples, as an alternative to a 
blood sample, if a person requested 
one. By the end of that year, breath¬ 
testing became legislation. 

The first breath-testing 
instrument, called the Breathalyzer 
Model 900, was a mechanical 
contraption using a wet, chemical 
analysis process. Conducting the 
testing and then collecting the 
results was time consuming. 

In 1971, things got a little easier 
with the introduction of the tube 
and bag, known to the public 
as ‘puff bags’. This was the first 
preliminary breath-testing device. 

In 1976, Victoria Police 
began randomly breath¬ 
testing drivers. The 
‘puff bags’ made this 
process possible. 

In 1984, the Lion 
Alcolmeter SD2, a 
smaller fuel cell 
device was created. 
This allowed faster 
and more accurate 
breath-tests to be 
conducted. 

Breath¬ 
testing was 
revolutionised 
in 1994, with 
the Alcotest 
7110. These are 
dual-sensor 
breathalysers 
and each 


breath sample taken is 
analysed by infra-red energy 
absorption and electrochemical 
reaction technology. 

Inspector Martin Boorman 
of the RPDAS said the Alcotest 
7110 changed breath-testing 
for the better. 

“It meant a lot of extra and 
special training for members, 
because it was so new. It was highly 
portable and meant police could 
breath-test drivers in the back of 
their cars,” Insp Boorman said. 

“While we have updated models, 
the dual censor device is still used. 
It is tried, tested, proved and very 
accurate. It has made our operation 
more efficient in terms of the time 
it takes to process drink drivers.” ■ 


Items relating to road safety and 
Victoria Police’s history can be seen 
at the Victoria Police Museum, 
corner of Flinders and Spencer 
streets, Melbourne. Opening hours 
are from 10am to 4pm, Monday to 
Saturday. Entry is free. For more 
information, telephone 9247 5214. 
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CARTOON 

CONNECTIONS 


WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN 
POLICE LIFE 31 YEARS AGO? 


V ictoria Police’s Detective 
Sergeant Graeme Charles 
Henderson was awarded a 
Winston Churchill Memorial Trust 
Fellowship in 1979 to study new 
trends and developments in 
criminal investigation. 

For his study, Det Sgt Henderson 
went on a tour to the USA with 
stops including San Francisco, 

New York and Los Angeles. During 
his trip he also went to Canada, 
London and Hong Kong. 

While in LA, he was impressed 
after a visit to the Los Angeles 
Police Department Astro Division. 
This was a unit with 16 helicopters, 
35 pilots and 35 observers that 
offered air support to police. Each 


day, three helicopters would patrol 
the skies, offering back-up to any 
crime jobs. 

In New York, he experienced 
travelling around in an old taxi as 
part of the Street Crime Patrol. 

Also while in New York, 

Det Sgt Henderson went to the 
famous Studio 54 disco.There he 
witnessed people ‘snorting cocaine’ 
and he rightly predicted “I can 
foresee a cocaine explosion in 
the Australian drug scene within 
the next few years.” 

From the USA he went to Ottawa 
in Canada. Here he was impressed 
by a Police Crime Prevention Squad 
van that was being used to stamp 
out street crime. 

Police Life, October 1979 


I n the past, humorous cartoons regularly appeared in Police Life. 
This cartoon appeared in the May, 1971 edition. 


New Trends in Criminal Investigation 
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crimestoppers.com.au - THEFiNCER.ORG.AU 

If you've seen something, say something 



MOTOROLA 
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CRIME 

STOPPERS 



Herald Sun 


CRIME STOPPERS VICTORIA IS A COMMUNITY ORGANISATION WHICH WORKS WITH POLICE TO HELP MAKE VICTORIA SAFE AND SECURE. IN EMERGENCIES CALL 000. 












